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MEDIA STATEMENT
DATE: Wednesday, 14 January 2026
TO: All Media Houses
ATTENTION: News Editors/ Reporters for immediate use:

GUIDANCE FOR FIRST-TIME NSFAS-ELIGIBLE STUDENTS FOLLOWING THE RELEASE OF THE
2025 MATRIC RESULTS

The National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) congratulates all learners who have
received their 2025 National Senior Certificate (Matric) results. This achievement marks a
significant milestone in your academic journey and, for many, the beginning of your transition
into post-school education and training.

As you prepare for the next phase of your studies, NSFAS reaffirms its commitment to supporting
eligible students through funding at public universities and Technical Vocational Education and
Training (TVET) Colleges.

Learners are encouraged to carefully take note of the following important information:

1. Confirm Your NSFAS Application Status

All students who applied for NSFAS funding must log in to the NSFAS student portal at
www.nsfas.orqg.za to check the status of their application.

« If your status reflects “Eligible for a bursary”, your NSFAS funding eligibility for 2026
has been confirmed, and you may proceed with registration at the institution where you
have been accepted.

o NSFAS is still processing outstanding documents and appeals. Application statuses
may change as this process continues.

2. Acceptance and Registration at Public Institutions
2.1University Acceptance
Universities will start releasing admission offers between 13 and 16 January 2026. Students

who have been accepted by a university and confirmed as NSFAS bursary eligible may
proceed with registration.
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« NSFAS-funded students do not pay registration fees.
o Students must comply with their institution’s registration procedures and deadlines.

2.2 TVET College Acceptance

Students accepted at a TVET College and confirmed as NSFAS funding eligible may
proceed with registration at their chosen college.

« NSFAS-funded students do not pay registration fees at TVET Colleges.
2.3 Not Accepted at a University but Still Wish to Study in 2026

Students who were not accepted at a university but qualify for NSFAS funding are encouraged
to consider TVET Colleges, which offer a wide range of accredited programmes.

o Contact your nearest TVET College to enquire about available spaces, as TVET
registration and enrolment processes are already underway.

e Once placement is confirmed, the TVET College and NSFAS will proceed with the
registration and funding processes in line with approved bursary guidelines.

Information on TVET Colleges is available on the Department of Higher Education and
Training (DHET) website: ¢ https://www.dhet.gov.za/SitePages/TVETColleges.aspx

Students who need guidance in navigating entry into the Post-School Education and
Training (PSET) system are encouraged to use the Central Application Service (CAS).
B WhatsApp CAS Chat: 081 308 4196

3. Understanding Your NSFAS Benefits
NSFAS funding covers approved study-related costs, which may include:

o Tuition fees

e Accredited accommodation or transport

o Learning materials (for university students)

« Living allowances

Details of the funding package will be confirmed once the student’s application is approved and
institutional registration has been completed and uploaded to NSFAS. NSFAS Eligible students
have to apply for allowances at the institution, and the institution makes the determination
whether you qualify for accommodation or transport, based on your residential address’ distance
from the institution, as submitted when applying for space at the institution and the
accommodation qualifying criteria.
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4. NSFAS Loan Outcomes
NSFAS loan outcomes will be released by the end of the week of 16 January 2026.
5. Communication and Enquiries

Official NSFAS communication is shared via: SMS, Email and updates on the NSFAS student
portal

For support or enquiries, students may contact NSFAS through the following official
channels:

o & Toll-Free Line: 08000 NSFAS (08000 67327)
« ™ Email: info@nsfas.org.za
« B Social Media: @myNSFAS (X, Facebook, Instagram)

6. Important Reminders

o Beware of scams and misinformation. NSFAS will never request your password or
banking details.

o TVET College students must capture their own banking details directly on the NSFAS
student portal.

o Always keep your contact details updated on the NSFAS portal.

« Familiarise yourself with NSFAS policies and guidelines to maintain funding eligibility
throughout your studies. The NSFAS Eligibility Criteria Policy is available on the
NSFAS website.

NSFAS wishes all students success as they take this important step toward their future. We
remain committed to supporting your educational journey.

For further updates, follow NSFAS on social media and visit the official website regularly.

Issued by:

NSFAS Communications
[www.nsfas.org.za](http://www.nsfas.org.za)
info@nsfas.org.za
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