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MEDIA STATEMENT

DATE: Thursday, 29 August 2024
TO: All media

ATTENTION:

News Editors/ Reports for immediate use:

NATIONAL STUDENT FINANCIAL AID SCHEME (NSFAS) STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO THE
STATEMENT BY THE DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE (DA) ON FUNDING OF THE MISSING MIDDLE
STUDENTS

The National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) is dismayed and disappointed by the statement
attributed to the Democratic Alliance (DA) Member of the Portfolio Committee on Higher Education and
Training (PCHET), Ms Karabo Khakhau, alleging that “NSFAS confirmed that Minister Nzimande’s 14
January 2024 announcement of funding for missing middle students was a hoax”. These averments are
regrettable and not consistent with the facts shared by the NSFAS Administrator, Mr Freeman Nomvalo,
to the PCHET meeting held on the 21 August 2024.

Notwithstanding evident capacity constraints which were shared with the PCHET, NSFAS received in
excess of 31000 loan applications by end of February 2024. As of 15 August 2024, all loan scheme
applications were processed and only a total of 1300 applicants had satisfied the NSFAS Loan Scheme
Academic and Financial Eligibility Criterion for funding.

NSFAS is finalising the Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) requirement as per
the guidelines and it is anticipated that details of all successful applicants will be shared with Institutions
not later than the 05 September 2024. These applications are in addition to about 2 million bursary
applications received for the 2024 academic year.

NSFAS reiterates its commitment to improving its capacity to deal with such high volumes of applications
in preparations for the 2025 academic year.

All media enquiries must be sent to media@nsfas.org.za
Issued by the National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS)

The Halyard, 4 Christian Barnard T: 0800 067 327
Cape Town City Center, Cape Town, 8000 E: info@nsfas.org.za
Private Bag X1, Plumstead, Cape Town, 7801 W:  www.nsfas.org.za

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR
The appointment of Mr Sithembiso Freeman Nomvalo as the Administrator to the National Student Financial Aid Scheme is in terms of Section 17A to 17D of the NSFAS Act (Act
56 of 1999 as amended), effective from 11 April 2024 as published in the Government Gazette No. 50482 by the Minister of Higher Education and Training, Dr BE Nzimande.
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